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Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School  
Athletic Department Mission Statement and Philosophy 

 
 
 
 

“Student-Athletes first, winning second.” 
  
  
 
It is the vision of this athletic department to uphold, enhance and advance the Catholic mission 
of Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School. We believe athletics to be an integral part of a 
well-balanced life that incorporates mind, body, and spirit. We realize, however, that athletics 
and the development of one’s body is just that, a part of a greater whole. It is our expectation that 
athletics at this school will in no way overshadow, take importance over, or undermine the other 
two aspects of a well-developed individual. In fact, it is our expectation that athletics at Bishop 
McLaughlin Catholic High School will help to develop well-rounded young men and women. 
  
It is the assumption of this athletic department that, under the right circumstances, athletics can 
and will have a positive influence on an individual’s character. It is our focus to create and 
maintain the right circumstances for character to be developed by serving as role models for 
young athletes, encouraging sportsmanship and upholding a disciplinary system that has 
consequences for inappropriate conduct on and off the playing fields.   
  
This athletic department will commit itself to an intense striving for perfection in everything it 
does. This department believes that even though perfection is not possible, pursuing it as if it 
were possible is a formula for success. This desire for victory is coupled with, but does not 
supersede, a commitment to the play spirit of sport, such that ethical standards will always take 
precedence over strategic gain whenever the two conflict. We recognize the seriousness of high 
school athletic competitions and of the many implications involved in victory or defeat, with a 
firm understanding that, in the end, it is just a game. 



 
 

STUDENT-ATHLETE EXPECTATIONS AND POLICIES 
 
 
Your membership on a Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School athletic team is considered a privilege, 
not a right. You are expected to demonstrate good sportsmanship, honesty, and integrity while abiding by 
the Student-Athlete Code of Conduct at all times. 
 
As a Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School student-athlete, you are among the most visible students 
on campus and in the community. This platform brings with it a whole set of privileges and 
responsibilities. Every Student-Athlete is expected to abide by the school’s rules and regulations and 
the policies of the Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA). 
 
You have a responsibility as an enrolled student-athlete to adhere to team rules as provided by the head 
coach and the Athletic Department. These rules are important because they have the potential to affect 
your status as a Student-Athlete. Remember that by signing the handbook acknowledgement, you are 
bound by all rules and regulations set forth in this handbook. 
 
REQUIRED ELIGIBILITY PAPERWORK/DOCUMENTS: All student-athletes must complete any 
and all paperwork required by the school, the Diocese of St. Petersburg, and/or the FHSAA before being 
allowed to participate in BMCHS Athletics (this includes participation in voluntary workouts or 
conditioning programs). Forms are available on the BMCHS website and your Sportsware Account. All 
forms must be downloaded into your Sportsware account prior to the student participating in any form of 
athletic activity. Student-Athletes are responsible for ensuring they are cleared to participate by the 
Director of Athletics and Head Athletic Trainer. A Student-Athlete will not be cleared for participation by 
the Director of Athletics until all paperwork has been turned in. All Student-Athletes must be enrolled in 
BMCHS for the next school year to participate in FHSAA Spring Football and Cheer. 
 
PARTICIPATION FEES: In order to offset some of the costs to run the Athletic Department, Student-
Athletes are responsible for a $200.00 participation fee for each sport that he/she plays. If the Student- 
Athlete plays 2 sports, the athletic fee is $350.00, and for 3 sports $500. The football athletic fee is 
$300.00. This money will go toward costs associated with coaches’ salaries, officials, FHSAA dues and 
fees, facility costs, athletic training, transportation, equipment, and operational supplies. Teams may also 
choose to purchase team gear, and this will be done as an additional cost organized by the coach. 
Participation packets are created at the discretion of the head coach and the needs of the sport played. 
As this fee is in no way intended to create a “pay to play” atmosphere at the school, if any family is 
in extreme financial difficulties and unable to pay the fee, we will do our best to come up with 
alternate ways to cover it. Special consideration will be given on a case by case basis. To qualify, see Jay 
Bowen, Director of Athletics. 
 
THE PARTICIPATION FEES MUST BE PAID BY THE FOLLOWING DATES:  

Fall Sports (September 8th), Winter Sports (December 1st), and Spring Sports (March 16th). If a 
student’s fees have not been paid by that date, they will not be able to continue participating until 
the fees are paid. If a student-athlete becomes ineligible, quits, or is dismissed from the team for 
disciplinary reasons the money is non-refundable. If a player becomes injured during the season 
and is unable to play, refunds will be handled on a case by case basis. All checks for the 
participation fees should be made payable to Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School or 
BMCHS.  

 
 



 
 

BEING CLEARED TO PARTICIPATE 
 
 

When the Student-Athlete meets with the Athletic Department to be “Cleared to Participate” 
the following criteria will be examined. When all criteria are met, a student-athlete will be 
cleared to participate. 
 

1. FHSAA EL2 Physical Exam Form (signed and dated by doctor with clearance checked)  
2. FHSAA EL1 Heart Screening (ECG) 
3. FHSAA EL3 Consent and Release Form (With insurance coverage listed)  
4. FHSAA GA 4 and EL 6 (High School Transfers only) 
5. FHSAA Certificates -4- (Heat Illness, Concussion, Cardiac Arrest, Sportsmanship)  
6. Athletic Handbook and Anti-Bullying Pledge forms signed 
7. Paid Athletic Fee (1 Sport $200, 2 Sports $350, 3 Sports $500, Football $300) 

 Fall Sports due by September 8th.   
 Winter Sports due by December 1st. 
 Spring Sports due by March 16th.   

8. Academic Eligibility  
9. Approved Student Conduct  

 
ATTENDANCE: Student-Athletes are expected to follow ALL rules as outlined in the BMCHS 
Student and Family Handbook. In particular in regards to attendance, please note the following:  
 

• The Student-Athlete must be in school that day to participate in any athletic activities (practice or 
games).  

o Exceptions are school allowed absences; field trips, retreats, school responsibilities, 
documented medical action or related issues. 

• Any student who is not in attendance for at least two (2) academic blocks or four (4) academic periods 
during the school day or who leaves the school without a doctor’s note will not be allowed to 
participate in athletic or co-curricular events, games, contests, or practices held that day. It is the 
student’s responsibility to speak with his/her teacher regarding missed assignments/makeup work. In 
the event of multiple-day absences, the teacher will determine when all missed assignments are due 
and when all assessments will be taken.  

• The Student-Athlete must be in school by 9:53 AM (start of 2nd Academic Block), again with the 
same exceptions as above (any medical action must have a note from the medical office)   

• You may not leave school before the school day has ended, again with the same exceptions as above.  
• Students with excessive tardiness (excused or unexcused) may be forced to sit out from athletics at the 

Director of Athletics’ discretion in order to receive tutoring or make up work for school.  
 
Understand that your participation in athletics comes before social activities. This means that your 
participation in athletics will often times mean sacrificing some sort of social engagement. A firm and 
lasting commitment to attend all practices and games for the entire season (including games 
played on weekends and over school vacations) is expected from all athletes that choose to 
participate. Failure to remain committed may result in dismissal from the team.  
 
Hurricane Student-Athletes may participate in multiple sports per athletic season (fall, winter, and 
spring). If a Student-Athlete is dismissed from a team or chooses to leave a team for any reason, they 
will not be eligible to participate in the next season until final game of the original sport is concluded. 
Student-Athletes in good standing can be allowed to attend practices for a second sport during the 
“overlap period” only with consent of the coaches of both teams, a grade check, and approval of 



 
 

their parents, and the Director of Athletics.  
 
Hurricane Student-Athletes are expected to have exemplary performance and behavior in the classrooms. 
Again, your participation in athletics is a privilege, not a right. It is a privilege given to those students who 
can handle the academic responsibilities that come before being an athlete. It is also given to those students 
that can conduct themselves like mature, responsible students in the classroom. Failure to meet academic 
requirements will result in dismissal from the team. Misconduct in the classrooms, depending on the 
severity of the misconduct, will have a number of different consequences ranging from sitting out for a 
portion of a game to being dismissed from the team. A good athlete will become a good student.  
A person that is lazy or foolish in the classroom will have a hard time finding long-term success in 
athletics. As an athlete, you must plan your schedule so that you give sufficient time and energy to your 
studies and achieve acceptable grades. It is the responsibility of the Student-Athlete to plan for any 
coursework or exams that may be due on a day that teams have early dismissals from class. Student-
Athletes should be making these arrangements with teachers in advance of the early dismissal day. 
Early dismissals for athletic events are not an excuse to miss exams or turn in coursework late, unless 
prior arrangements have been made.  

 
BMCHS Student-Athletes are expected to display sportsmanship at all times on and off the playing 
fields. Acting in an unsportsmanlike manner at any time before, during, or after a game/practice, under 
any circumstances, will have a consequence ranging from missing a portion of a game to being dismissed 
from the team.  
 
BMCHS Student-Athletes will refrain from the use of alcohol, tobacco, performance enhancing drugs, 
and any and all other drugs. Not only does your use of these substances hurt your body and its proper 
development, but it also affects your team because it keeps you from performing to the best of your 
abilities. Disciplinary action will be taken for these infractions in addition to possible removal from the 
team.  
 
BMCHS Student-Athletes will demonstrate a commitment to excellence. A Hurricane athlete will pursue 
perfection in everything that he/she does even though perfection is not possible. Hurricanes believe that 
pursuing perfection as if it were possible will result in excellence.  
 
BMCHS Student-Athletes will not swear or make inappropriate gestures. Everything you do and say 
makes a statement about who you are as a person. It also makes a statement about Bishop McLaughlin 
Catholic High School and its Athletic Department (since you are a member of both the school and the 
athletic program you represent both entities).  Make sure that you’re making the right statements 
with your words and actions.  
 
BMCHS Student-Athletes who are injured will be required to see the Athletic Trainer, attend all practices 
and games unless there is a medical reason (physical therapy, doctor’s check-up), or other “excused 
reason” prohibiting such attendance.  After any trip to a doctor, A DOCTOR must send a clearance 
note with you to the Athletic Trainer in order for you to be cleared to participate.  
 
BMCHS Student-Athletes will uphold the highest security when it comes to social media, refraining from 
posting anything that can make their teammates, coaches, or school look bad to the larger world 
community. Cyberbullying, heckling, or inciting a war of words with another school or someone at 
BMCHS is absolutely not tolerated. Using social media in this fashion can lead to discipline and/or 
suspension or removal from the team as warranted.   All Student-Athletes and parents give consent to 
utilize any photographs or images, as well as the sound of their voice for any audio or video, to be used 



 
 

by Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School, the Diocese of St. Petersburg, or any parishes, schools or 
entities within the Diocese of St. Petersburg. 

ATHLETIC DISCIPLINARY GUIDELINES 

 
BMCHS Student-Athletes are expected to follow all expectations outlines in the 2025-2026 BMCHS 
Student and Family Handbook. Please note that out-of-school suspensions will prevent student-athletes 
from attending or participating in school athletic events over the duration of the suspension. Coaches have 
the discretion to address school disciplinary situations within the context of their team. Coaches may have 
more specific or varied guidelines as far as discipline is concerned. As always, Student-Athletes and 
parents should communicate to the head coach when circumstances arise that may affect being at 
practices or games. If a coach is unaware, it is hard for them to be flexible. The following is a general 
guideline to which all coaches may adhere, although each coach can set their own policies. 
 
MISSING PRACTICE 

• Missing a practice for an unexcused reason (1st time) can result in sitting out for part or all of an 
athletic competition.  

 
• Missing a second practice for an unexcused reason can result in sitting out for part or all of up to 

two athletic competitions.  
 

• Missing a third practice for an unexcused reason can result in sitting out for all of up to three 
athletic competitions.  

 
• Missing a fourth practice for an unexcused reason can result in up to a six-game suspension and 

possible dismissal from the team.  
 
(Excused reasons include, but are not limited to, academic tutoring, family emergencies, spiritual 
obligations and illness. Unexcused reasons, include but are not limited to, serving a detention, having a 
lot of homework, social engagements.) 
 
MISSING A GAME  

• Missing a game for an unexcused reason (1st time) can result in a suspension from games OR 
removal from the team.  

 
 
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR 

• Inappropriate classroom behavior will not be tolerated.  
 

• Reports of inappropriate behavior by any teacher will be handled by administration FIRST, 
and then will be forwarded to the coach and the Director of Athletics. 

 
• Consequences for inappropriate classroom behavior include, but are not limited to, sitting out 

for a part of or an entire athletic competition, suspension from the team (no practices or 
competitions), or dismissal from the team. This is in addition to any administrative 
consequences.  

 
• Serious disciplinary infractions, such as getting suspended or being ejected from an athletic 

competition, will result in sitting out of at least the next game/competition and possibly result 
in dismissal from the team. Any punishment handed down by the FHSAA for 



 
 

unsportsmanlike conduct will most likely be coupled with disciplinary action taken by the 
school as well. Any fines assessed to the school because of the behavior of a Student-Athlete 
will be the responsibility of the Student-Athlete and his/her family.  

 
• Receiving more than one suspension in an athletic season or more than one ejection as a 

Student-Athlete may result in penalties up to permanent dismissal from sports at Bishop 
McLaughlin. 

 
 
UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT 

• Cases of unsportsmanlike conduct will be handled on a case by case basis.  
 

• Consequences will be decided by the Principal, the Director of Athletics, and the Head Coach of 
the athlete and will be in addition to any consequence mandated by the FHSAA.  

 
• Consequences can include but are not limited to sitting out for a portion of a game, suspension 

from the team (no practices or competitions), or dismissal from the team.  
 

• In the event that an offense of unsportsmanlike conduct occurs, the Student-Athlete will be 
subject to paying any and all fines given by the FHSAA.  

 
 
ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS 
 

Student-Athletes must meet the academic requirements set forth by the State of Florida and the 
Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA):  
 According to FHSAA rule 9.4.1:   

 
A student must have a cumulative 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 unweighted 
scale, or its equivalent, at the conclusion of each semester to be academically 
eligible during the next semester. If student athlete has under a 2.0 grade point 
average to start the academic semester the student athlete will be placed on an 
Athletic Probation. 

 
 
Transfers 

 
Student-Athletes are immediately eligible (as long as they meet all other eligibility standards 
including, but not limited to age, limit of eligibility, pre-participation physical exam, GPA, and 
consent and liability release) at the school in which he or she first attends each school year; the 
school in which the student makes himself or herself a candidate for an athletic team by engaging 
in practice or tryouts before enrolling; or the school to which the student has transferred in 
accordance with s. 1006.20 (2) (a). 
If the transfer occurs during the school year, the student may seek to immediately join an existing 
team if: 

• A roster spot is available 
• The student has the requisite skill and ability to participate in the sport according to the coach of 

the team 
• The student has not participated in the same sport at another school during the same school year – 

unless the student meets one of the following exceptions: 
1. Dependent child of active duty military personnel whose move resulted from military orders 
2. Relocation due to a foster care placement in a different school zone 
3. Move due to court-ordered change in custody due to separation or divorce, or the serious 

illness or death of a custodial parent 
4. Authorized for good cause in the district or charter school policy 

 



 
 

“Good Cause” is dictated by the school based adequate or substantial grounds or reason to 
take a certain action, or to fail to take an action prescribed by law. Academic issues, family 
issues, and any other issues, outside of sports, will be reviewed to qualify for good cause.    



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
 
 
It is important that Student-Athletes be recognized for their hard work and efforts when participating in 
the Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School athletic programs. At the conclusion of every season, 
coaches will conduct end of the season ceremonies/banquets for the purpose of recognizing Student-
Athletes in the presence of their teammates, families, and friends. The athletic department has established 
awards that are distributed to qualifying athletes. The criteria for the disbursement of these awards are 
different from sport to sport and are listed in the “Specific Sport Requirements” section. Our purpose is to 
recognize as many athletes as possible, with the highest accolades that can be given to them. Any student 
who is suspended due to violation of FHSAA rules may be subject to additional BMCHS sanctions. Said 
players may also be ineligible for awards or recognition. 
 
 

Awards Procedure 
 

If a Student Athlete’s performance has met the established criteria and/or merits 
recognition, he/she may receive an award. A copy of the criteria is kept on file in the 
athletic office. 
 

Awards 
 
 
Freshmen Team: 
Certificate of Participation Varsity Level 
 
Junior Varsity Team: 
Certificate of Participation Junior Varsity Level 
 
Varsity: 
First year – Certificate of Participation, Letter* 
Second year – Certificate of Participation, Sport Symbol 
Third year – Certificate of Participation, Pin 
Fourth year – Certificate of Participation, Pin  
 
*Only one letter is issued per athlete. For example, if an athlete receives a varsity letter in a 
fall sport and achieves varsity status in a winter sport, he/she will not receive another 
letter.  
Student-Athletes must complete the entire season to be considered for an award. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
End of the Year Awards 

 
The award winners are selected by the head coaches at a 
meeting arranged by the Director of Athletics at the end 
of the spring sports season. 
 
 
Bishop McLaughlin Award – Embodies BMCHS 
Athletics sportsmanship – male/female 
 
Athlete of the Year – Scholar Athlete with a Major 
athletic accomplishment and be in the upper 10% of 
his/her class – male/female 
 
 
 
 
 
SPECIAL CASES (Team Managers) 

Be a part of the team as a manager for the entirety of the season (including traveling to road 
contests). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PARENT AND COACH COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES 

 
The Parent-Coach Relationship  
Both parenting and coaching are extremely difficult vocations. By listening to each other, we are better able to 
be aware and accept the actions of those around us and provide greater benefit to our young adults. As parents 
whose children are involved in our athletic program, you have a right to understand what expectations are 
placed on your child. This begins with clear communication from the coach of your child’s team. 
 
Parents should keep in mind that coaches are hired as Professionals.  Coaches make decisions based on 
the determination of what is best for the team as a whole. Our athletic department’s philosophy is that 
at the high school level, sports are a competitive endeavor, and that coaches are expected to give their 
team the best possible chance to win every game. Playing time comes from being the team’s best 
chance to win a game. Players can earn playing time through winning a position in practices. Coaches 
should keep in mind that parents are the primary educators of their children and work with parents to 
help the child mature and grow. 
 
Communication you should expect from your child’s coach:  
1. The philosophy of the BMCHS Athletic Department and the philosophy of the individual coach.   
2. Expectations the coach has for your child as well as all the players on the team.   
3. Locations and times of practices and competitions.   
4. Team requirements - fees, special equipment, etc.   
5. Procedures followed should your child be injured during participation.  
6. Disciplinary action that results in the denial of your child’s participation.  
 
Communication a coach expects from you: 
1. Student-Athletes in High School are responsible first for speaking to the coach.  
2. Notification of any schedule conflicts well in advance of the practice or competition.  
3. Specific concerns that have to do with the safety or academic success of an athlete.  
4. Communication about any colleges or Universities that have interest in an athlete.  
5. Offer to help with team events and fundraising.  
 
Appropriate concerns to discuss with coaches: 
1. Questions about what an athlete should be doing away from practices and games in order to improve.  
2. Concerns about your athlete’s behavior or health.   
3. Concerns about scheduling or transportation.  
4. Questions about your child’s college search.  
 
The Hurricane Athletic Department understands that it is sometimes very difficult to accept your child’s 
not playing as much as you or your child may hope. These decisions are left up to the discretion of 
the coach. 
 



 
 

 
Issues that should not be brought up with coaches: 
1. Complaints about playing time or position choices for players.   
2. Team strategy or play calling.   
3. Other Student-Athletes.  
 
The only appropriate way to discuss playing time is to have your son or daughter (the Student-
Athlete) approach the coach and find out what needs to be done in order to warrant more playing 
time. 
 
 
If you do have a concern to discuss with a coach: 

(Please do not confront a coach before or after a practice or competition. Meetings of this 
nature are emotionally charged and do not promote resolution. Email or call the coach 24 hours 
after the practice or competition. The appropriate steps are: 

 
1. The student-athlete must meet with the coach regarding concerns. 

 
2. If this meeting does not resolve the issue, then the parent can contact your child’s coach directly 

to set up a meeting time.  
 
3. If meeting with the coach does not resolve the issue, please contact and meet with the Director of 

Athletics. The meeting will include the coach (if necessary), and your child.  
 
4. If the issue is still not resolved, then it will be forwarded to Dr. Moore, Principal of BMCHS, who 

oversees all student activities. This meeting would include the coach (if necessary), the Director of 
Athletics (if necessary), and your child.  

 
ALL ATHLETIC CONCERNS MUST BE DIRECTED THROUGH THE APPROPRIATE PERSON. 

 
PARENT/FAN SUPPORT AT COMPETITIONS 

 
This applies to both home and away events. Regardless of where events are being played, our fans, 
student-athletes and coaches are representatives of Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School. 
 
Hurricane Fans: As is the case with being a member of a Hurricane athletic team, cheering on our 
Hurricanes in the stands MUST BE appropriate and display ethical behavior. Our Student-Athletes and 
coaches strive to behave in sportsmanlike and as a Catholic on and off the playing field. Support from 
the stands must model and mirror this commitment to upholding the integrity of the game and Bishop 
McLaughlin Catholic High School. Parent behavior could affect your child’s eligibility.   
 
Reasoning: Sport is, in a sense, a performing art. Therefore, while they don’t require an audience, 
having spectators watch our teams and Student-Athletes compete is a natural occurrence. Furthermore, 
having support at games and competitions is a way to help student-athletes perform better. Having fan 
support at Hurricane Athletic events is not only allowed, but also encouraged! 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General Guidelines: 
 
 Cheer for our team.  Encouragement and praise are the key - keep it positive.   
 Do not cheer against the other team or harass the referees. This is disrespectful and it has 

no place in Hurricane Athletics.  
 As guests at an opposing school, you are subject to not only BMCHS rules, but also the 

rules of the opposing school.   
 As a fan at an FHSAA sanctioned contest, you are subject to the rules and regulations of 

the FHSAA (including having to pay for any fines that may be incurred because of 
your behavior).   

 Respect and appreciate the efforts of all involved in the game. Congratulate 
outstanding performances regardless of who performs them – whether a Hurricane or 
an opponent.   

 Have fun. Keep in mind that in the end, it is just a game.   
 Promote a spirit of rivalry - But think intense, not hostile. The best rivalries are fueled 

by an intense respect for an opponent.   
 Understand that this is a school function, regardless of the time or place. You are 

subject to the BMCHS Code of Conduct and consequences.  
 
 
Our Hurricane Athletic Teams need your support!  
But these supports should reflect our core values: Belief, Integrity, Service, Honor, 
Opportunity, and Passion. All of us should strive to act with kindness and compassion. 
Behaviors contrary to this have no place in high school sports, and especially not Bishop 
McLaughlin Catholic High School Athletics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

General Parent Reminders 
 
Parents may take athletes from an away event provided the head coach has been notified and 
that the parent/guardian of the Student-Athlete is present. Coaches have no legal authority to 
allow or arrange transportation that has not been authorized by the parent. DO NOT ASK.  
 
Parents who have an issue or concern about Hurricane Athletics involving a BMCHS 
employee or an individual or party outside of the school should bring their concern to the 
attention of the Director of Athletics. If the issue cannot be handled at this level, the Director 
will include the BMCHS administration. Parents are not to directly contact schools or 
organizations in regard to athletics at Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School.



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School 
 

 
DIOCESE OF ST. PETERSBURG Office of Catholic Schools and Centers    
ANTI‐BULLYING POLICY    

The Office of Catholic Schools and Centers of the Diocese of St. Petersburg (herein referred to as 
the “DOSP”) and each school within the DOSP (herein referred to as the “School”) are 
committed to promoting a safe, healthy, caring, spiritual, and respectful learning environment 
for all of its students.  The DOSP and each School is committed to protecting its students from 
bullying and/or harassment.  As such, bullying and/or harassment is strictly prohibited, will not 
be tolerated and shall be just cause for disciplinary action. Therefore, this anti‐bullying policy 
prohibits any unwelcome physical, social, electronic, nonverbal, verbal or written conduct 
directed at a student by another student that has the effect of:  
(1) physically, emotionally, or mentally harming a student;  
(2) damaging, exhorting or taking a student's personal property;  
(3) placing a student in reasonable fear of emotional or mental harm;  
(4) placing a student in reasonable fear of damage to or loss of personal property; or  
(5) creating an intimidating or hostile environment that substantially interferes with a student's 
educational opportunities of the Catholic mission of the school; or  
(6) disrupting the orderly operation of a School.  
 

I. Definitions 
a. Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior among school aged children that involves a real or 
perceived power imbalance. The behavior is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over 
time. Bullying results in physical hurt or psychological distress of an individual. Bullying is 
unwanted purposeful written, verbal, nonverbal, or physical behavior and/or actions, including, 
but not limited to, teasing, name‐calling, slurs, rumors, jokes, false accusations, intimidation, 
threatening, stalking, innuendos, demeaning comments, pranks, social isolation, gestures, public 
humiliation, theft, destruction of personal property, physical violence, cyber‐bullying and cyber‐
stalking.    
b.   Harassment means to engage in a course of conduct directed at a specific student, which 
causes emotional distress to that student and serves no legitimate purpose.  
c.  Cyber‐stalking means to engage in a course of conduct to communicate, or to cause to be 
communicated, words, images, or language by or through the use of electronic mail or 
electronic communication, directed at a specific student, causing emotional distress to that 
student and serving no legitimate purpose.  
d.  Cyber‐bullying is the willful and repeated harassment and intimidation of a student through 
the use of digital technologies, including, but not limited to, email, blogs, texting on cell phones, 
social websites (e.g. Facebook, Myspace, Twitter, etc.) chat rooms and instant 
messaging.   Cyber‐bullying includes the following misuses of digital and/or electronic 
technology: teasing, intimidating, or making false accusations about another student by way of 
any technological tool.  
e.    Course of conduct means a pattern of conduct composed of a series of acts over a period of 
time, however short, which evidences a continuity of purpose.  
f. The definitions hereunder apply to any student who either directly engage in an act of bullying 
and/or harassment, or who, by their behavior, actions and/or conduct, support another 
student's act of bullying and/or harassment.  
 
 



 
 

II. Scope/Expectations:  
 

The DOSP and each School expects students to conduct themselves in keeping with their levels 
of development, maturity, and demonstrated capabilities with a proper regard for the rights and 
welfare of other students and the educational purpose underlying all School activities.  As such, 
the DOSP and each School prohibits bullying and/or harassment of any student:  

i. that occurs on school premises at any time;  
ii. during any educational program or activity conducted by the DOSP or the School;  
iii. during any school‐related or school‐sponsored program or activity;  
iv. that occurs on any bus or vehicle as part of any school activity; or  
v. through threats and/or other communications made outside of school hours, which 

are intended to be carried out during any school related    or school sponsored 
activity or program;  

vi. though an incident of alleged bullying and/or harassment may occur off of the 
School’s campus and may not entail threats of acts to occur during school hours, if a 
student’s ability to receive an education or a School’s ability to provide an education 
is significantly impaired, as determined by the School and/or the DOSP, disciplinary 
sanctions may be issued.    
 

III. Reporting Complaints  
a. Each student, parent and/or any other members of the School’s community has a duty to 

immediately report any incident of bullying and/or harassment to the School administrator. 
The administrator will provide the reporting party with the Bullying Complaint Report Form 
which must be completed, dated, and signed by the reporting party so that the School may 
initiate further inquiry and investigation, when appropriate.  

IV. Disciplinary Action  
Concluding whether a student’s action, conduct, behavior or a particular incident constitutes a 
violation of this policy requires a determination based on the facts and circumstances of each 
complaint, followed by the determination of disciplinary sanctions.   Any student found to have 
violated this anti‐ bullying policy will be subject to the appropriate disciplinary action, which 
may include, but is not limited to, temporary removal from the classroom, loss of privileges, 
detention, counseling, parent conference, suspension, expulsion, and/or notification to 
appropriate authorities. The disciplinary action may be unique to the individual incident and 
may vary in method and severity based on the School’s and/or DOSP’s sole discretion. False 
reports or accusations of bullying and/or harassment also constitute a violation of this anti‐
bullying policy and will subject the offending party to appropriate disciplinary action. 

 
 

We, as athletes, agree to join together to eliminate bullying, harassment, & cyber bullying at our school. 
 
________________________________________ _________________________________________ 

Student                    Date Parent          Date 

  



 
 

BISHOP MCLAUGHLIN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT HANDBOOK AGREEMENT 

2025-2026 
 
 
 
 
I have read the Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School Athletic Department Handbook and 
agree to be governed by these policies, procedures, and regulations. I am fully aware of my 
responsibilities as outlined in the Athletic Department handbook. I will strive to behave in a 
manner consistent with our Catholic foundation, mission statement, and principles: 
 

Belief, Integrity, Service, Honor, Opportunity, and Passion 
 
Please sign and date below. Then return this form to your coach. 
 
 
___________________________________ _______________________  

Student Date 
 
___________________________________ _______________________  

Parent Date 
 
 
 
Revised 06/17/25 
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